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ORIGIN L-02 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO EB-07 USPS-01 /023 R 

DRAFTED BY L/EB:PRTRIMBLE:LMS 
APPROVED BY L/EB:PRTRIMBLE 
USPS :MRS .SLOAN(PHONE) 

EB/TT/TD:GHUFFCUTT(PHONE) 

051011 

O 252130Z APR 75 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 

UNCLAS STATE 096472 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EGEN 

SUBJ: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY RE DELINQUENT POSTAL CHARGES 
FOR FREEMAN INMARSAT DEL 

1. LEGAL ADVISER HAS BEEN REQUESTED TO ANSWER FOLLOWING 
QUESTION FOR RECORD IN CONNECTION WITH STATE DEPARTMENT 
BUDGET HEARING: 

"Q: UNDER THE POSTAL CONVENTION, CARRIERS ARE ENTITLED TO 
INTEREST ON UNPAID BILLINGS. DOES THE STATE DEPARTMENT 
ATTEMPT TO COLLECT INTEREST AS WELL AS PRINCIPAL? WHY OR 
WHY NOT? HOW MUCH INTEREST HAS BEEN COLLECTED OVER THE 
PAST THREE YEARS? 

2. WE PROPOSE TO SUBMIT FOLLOWING ANSWER AND REQUEST YOUR 
CONCURRENCE: 

QTE ALTHOUGH INTEREST CHARGES ARE PERMITTED UNDER THE REGU- 
LATIONS OF THE UNIVERSAL POSTAL CONVENTION, CUSTOMARILY 
SUCH AMOUNTS ARE NOT CHARGED. FREQUENTLY MORE THAN FOUR 
MONTHS WILL BE CONSUMED IN NECESSARY ADMINISTRATIVE WORK 
IN DEVELOPING THE CORRECT, AGREED AMOUNT OWED. FOLLOWING 
SUCH AGREEMENT PAYMENT IS VIRTUALLY ALWAYS MADE WITHIN A 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 096472 

SHORT PERIOD (I.E., 30-45 DAYS). FURTHERMORE, IF INTEREST 
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WERE TO BE ASSESSED UPON EXPIRATION OF A FOUR MONTH PERIOD 

FOLLOWING INITIAL RECEIPT OF THE STATEMENT, THE U.S. COULD 
WELL BE IN A POSITION OF OWING MORE INTEREST THAN IT 
WOULD RECEIVE. WE SHOULD ALSO ADD THAT WE DO NOT NECES- 
SARILY ACCEPT AS A MATTER OF LEGAL INTERPRETATION, THE 
PROPOSITION THAT INTEREST MAY COMMENCE TO ACCRUE UPON 
INITIAL RECEIPT OF THE STATEMENT. UNQTE THIS ANSWER HAS 
BEEN CLEARED WITH MRS. SLOAN OF USPS. 

3. THE FOLLOWING QUESTION WAS ALSO ASKED: 

QTE DOES THE STATE DEPARTMENT HAVE AUTHORITY TO WITHHOLD 
ANY TYPE OF PAYMENT OR IMPOSE ANY SANCTION ON NATIONS 
FAILING TO PAY THEIR POSTAL BILLS? IF SO, WHAT IS THE 
AUTHORIZATION, AND WHY OR WHY NOT HAS IT BEEN USED? UNQTE 

4. REQUEST YOU CONCUR IN THE FOLLOWING ANSWER: 

QTE THE STATE DEPARTMENT HAS NO SUCH AUTHORITY. WE UNDER- 
STAND THAT A PROVISION IS FREQUENTLY INCLUDED IN PL-480 
AGREEMENTS REQUIRING THAT THE COUNTRY INVOLVED PAY ANY 
DELINQUENT POSTAL DEBTS. UNQTE 

5. WE HAVE WASHINGTON COB MONDAY DEADLINE. WOULD APPRE- 
CIATE IMMEDIATE RESPONSE. KISSINGER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POSTAL RATES, US CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS, DEPARTMENTAL BUDGET, DEPARTMENTAL CONSULTATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 25 APR 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975STATE096472 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: PRTRIMBLE:LMS 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7501 46-0633 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 975041 5/aaaaaoam. tel 

Line Count: 87 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN L 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ShawDG 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09 JUL 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <09 JUL 2003 by SilvaL0>; APPROVED <10 FEB 2004 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY RE DELINQUENT POSTAL CHARGES FOR FREEMAN INMARSAT DEL 
TAGS: EGEN, ETEL 
To: LONDON 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



